FOOTSLOGGER

unless Mussolin receives great concessions from France in
Northern Africa, he will throw in the weight of Italy on the side
of Germany. As to what part Britain will be asked to play, I
dared not think and still am unwilling to say. But it is as clear
in this age as it was eight years ago that the British public must
be informed through the mouths of those of her public men who
understand international affairs.

One thing is sure, that neither France nor Belgium will be the
cockpit of such a war. Germany is faced with the havoc on her
own territory ; a cynic may perhaps observe in just retribution
that France may be revenged and bring down all civilization
about her.

Though since the War I have never ceased to urge that
Germany must be brought within the comity of world nations,
I have not been blind to her faults. There is much virtue in
young Germany, evidence of a spiritual revival. But older
Germany has scarcely departed from its former sins, though it may
have gained from the War some wisdom in their commission.
Germany sometimes behaves as a naughty child, but not from
any innocence of heart. The Treaty of Rapallo and the recent
Austro-German Customs Union pact shocked the diplomatic
world, not so much by their provisions as by the method adopted.
One observes the same defiance, the same aggressive spirit. Yet,
when rebuked, political Germany cries her innocence aloud to
the world, and engages in a thorough-paced orgy of propaganda.
The injustice of the Treaty is hung at the mast-head and the
world's attention engaged again in the Polish question. European
political orientation makes it plain that those who love peace
must continue to watch both Germany and Russia. How wise,
indeed, was an Exhibition of Persian Art.

Throughout these pages I have ventured on no prophecy, for
they are a record of a man's activity. But I will state quite
definitely that should, from the present European political
orientation, a war develop, France will secure victory at first.
But in the end Germany will win, and this will spell the final
extinction of France in Europe.

I can foresee no possibility of change of heart or method in
French affairs, with a prosperous population wholly subservient
to Poincare and the Comiti des Forges.

Diplomacy will fail in its objective, as it failed before, if British
statesmen do not address France publicly, as a judge might an
erring wife- British friendship with France is wholly valueless,